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Tulsa Community College

STATE LEGISLATURE APPROVES
COLLEGE NAME CHANGE

In 1995, Tulsa Junior College celebrated its 25th anniversary.
In 1996, the College makes its mark in history again.
In May, the Oklahoma legislature approved the TIC Board of Regents
resolution to change the name of Tulsa Junior College to
‘Tulsa Community College.

‘TJC Board Chairman, Dr. Thad Taylor, Jr, said, “The name ‘junior college’
is somewhat dated. Businesses and individuals relocating in Tulsa are more
familiar with the term ‘community college’ because that is the term

that is accepted nationally for institutions like TIC.

Community Relations Committee chairman Martin Garber said,
“The Committee is recommending the name change now for several reasons.”

He cited the College's growth since it was founded in 1969, adding that the College serves
more than 30,000 different students annually in a soon to be a four-campus system.
“The name Tulsa Community College better describes what we are and who we serve,”
Garber said. “Before the College moves ahead with signage for the West Campus
and the new Performing Arts Center for Education, it would be more cost
effective for the College and the taxpayers to change the name now
rather than at a later time."

Dr. Dean P Van(Trease, president, said, “Businesses locating in the
‘Tulsa metropolitan area from other parts of the country are much more familiar
with the meaning of the term community college as compared to junior college.”
VanTrease further stated, “The national association supporting the development
of junior, community, and technical colleges changed its name several years
from American Association of Community and Junior Colleges to
American Association of Community Colleges.”

In the past 26 years, the College has served over 300,000 individuals with
one out of two families in the Tulsa area having been served.
Currently 66 percent of Tulsa County people enrolled in college begin their
public higher education at TCC.

“TCC is and always has been a ‘community college’” VanTrease said.
“Itis time for the College name to reflect the institution's unique
identity and place in the greater metropolitan area.”
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